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1.  DATE  • TIME  CROUP 

a.  LOCATION  '1  * ' 1 

9 :-:sy  64  10/0423Z 

Chiciiao  j Illinois  I 

3.  SOURCE 

10«  CONCLUSION  1 

Civiliai 

(jKif  1 

4.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

Three 

5.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

11.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS  I 

3 Seconds 

See  Case  File  1 

6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

uro  und  - Vi  sual 

7.  COURSE  1 
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8*  PHOTOS 
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9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 
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DEARBORN  OBSERVATORY 

NORTHWESTERN  UNIVERSITY 

EVANSTON,  ILLINOIS  60201 

16  November  X^6h 


Major  Hector  Quintanilla 
Foreign  Technology  Division 
Box  9^9^ 

Wright  Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Dear  Major: 

As  you 'see  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  letter  to  Mr?Mp(®(case  of  9 May 
196^),  I think  it  is  quite  likely  that  he  saw  after- inag#s . I had  quite  a 
long  talk  with  him  on  the  phone,  and  he  was  most  cooperative.  He  seemed  to 
be  quite  impressed  by  the  fact  that  we  were  interested  in  his  case  and  said 
that  he  was  honored  that  we  were  spending  any  time  on  it  at  all. 

His  story  was  still  very  much  the  same  as  he  gave  in  the  original  report. 

Here  are  some  of  the  highlights  of  our  conversation: 

He  was  most  impressed  by  the  oscillating  motion  of  the  crescents; 
he  said  it  was  "most  fearsome, " and  he  was  both  trembling  and 
perspiring  when  it  was  over.  I asked  him  to  re-enact  the  time 
sequence  and  check  it  with  his  watch,  and  when  he  did  so,  he  indi- 
cated the  whole  duration  was  three  to  five  seconds.  His  original 
report,  I believe  (although  I don't  have  it  at  hand  at  the  moment), 
said  something  like  twenty  seconds,  didn't  it?  He  said  the  experience 
was  very  vivid, " like  a photograph  planted  in  his  mind,  ” He  said  that 
ever  since  he  has  been  pondering,  trying  to  hand  it  on  to  something, 
but  still  finds  no  explanation,  ^'/hen  I asked  him  what  he  would  put 
up  in  the  sky  to  simulate  the  situation,  he  said  he'd  put  three  moons 
as  seen  through  a fog  as  he  was  particularly  impressed  by  the  motion 
the  object  had  both  across  his  line  of  sight  and  yet  seeming  to 
vanish  in  the  distance.  This  seems  to  me  very  characteristic  of  an 
after-image:  the  more  you  try  to  see  it,  the  faster  it  dashes 

He  said  he  was  on  the  phone  within  five  minutes  to  the  Tribune  and 
the  Planetarium  and  sent  a telegram  to  Sky  and  Telescope  and,  I 
believe,  he  also  said  to  VJright- Patter  son.  He  said  the  night  vras 
exceptionally  clear,  "one  of  those  once  or  twice  a year  nights," 

So  any  question  of  searchlights  against  a high  cirrus  is  out.  He 
is  convinced  they  were  objects,  and  fearsome  ones.  The  edges  were 
fuzzy,  and  the  whole  objects  were  apparently  of  third  r.-agnltude.  His 
eyes  were  dark-adapted. 

He  said  they  have  mercury  llghls  in  the  neighborhood,  and  another  possible 
explanation  is  that  he  saw  light  reflected  from  the  bottoms  of  some 
birds,  but  I don't  particularly  like  that  explanation.  He  said  tliat 
as  soon  as  it  happened,  he  "inunediately  knew  he  had  seen  something 
extraordinary,"  :* 


* 


2 


When  he  told  me,  however,  that  Just  "before  that  he  had  been  looking 
at  the  setting  dials  of  his  telescope,  illUi-ninating  them  with  a red 
light,  it  seemed  that  we  might  have  the  explanation  there,  as  you  see 
I have  indicated  in  nor  letter  to  him. 

So,  all  in  all,  the  fuzzy  edges,  the  greenish  tinge,  the  faintness 
of  the  object,  the  peculiar  motion,  and  the  fact  that  even  looking  at 
a red  light  Just  before  adds  up,  it  seems  to  me,  to  the  likelihood 
that  this  was  a subjective  experience.  Perhaps,  he  had  been  bending 
over  and  suddenly  straightened  up.  Anyway,  I don*t  think  we  should 
chalk  this  up  to  anything  really  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  unless  he 
comes  back  with  a very  sharp  and  cogent  denial,  I think  we  might  well 
evaluate  this  as  a subjective  experience,  possibly  after-images 
caused  by  watching  a red  light, 

I*m  working  on  the  Altas,  Mt,  Vernon,  and  the  SHBBB^cases.  I haven't 
been  able  to  locate  the  northwestern  student  as  yet.  One  final  thing  in  the 
l|A^2^ase,  It  was  he  himself  who  brought  up  the  suggestion  that  it  might 
Ti^e  "been  caused  by  the  red  light.  Usually  when  the  witness  brings  up  a 
suggestion  like  that,  it  often  means  the  he*s  pretty  convinced  himself 
that  that  is  what  it  was. 


Sincerely, 


J,  Allen  Hyrek 
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Noveober  18,  1964 


Dr,  J.  Allen  Hynek 
Director, 

Dearborn  Observatory 
Northwestern  University 
Evanston,  Illinois  60201 


Dear  Dr.  Hynek 


I was  honored  and  pleased  to  hear ’‘from’  you  today  in. 

writing  concerning  the  May  9th  phenoncnon  we  have  discussed 


My  paiTticular  reason  for  writing  is  because,  as  is  often 
the  case,  a number  of  things  occurred  to  me  after  we  had  spoken 
on  the  phone  which  I neglected  to  mention.  * ~ > 

As  a preliminary,  I think  we  had  established  that  the 
most  striking  elements  of  this  phenomenon  were  the  follbwlngi 
1.  Oscillating  or  pulsing;  2.  attitude  of  cusps  oddly, 
pointing  as  Illustrated  In  my  drawing*  (You  may  wonder  why  ^ 
this  continues  to  Impress  me.  May  it  Just  suffice  to  saytthe 
nature  of  it  was  profound  and  completely  unique)  3*  Such  * 
other  things  as  path  of  motion,  fuzzy  outlines,  color,  etc* 

■ -1 

t 

I have  never  once  considered  this  as  an  extra-terrestrial^;;^ 
occurrence,  not  even  at  the  moment  I saw  it;  I was  only  aware 
that  I had  witnessed  something  extraordinary.  May  I streBs...i;^i^ 
that  the  appearance  was  bold  and  vivid  and  above  all  . . 

fear- Inspiring* 


I think  I should  tell  you  that  I am  regarded  as  a - > 
cynic  and  I tend*  to  * pooh-pooh  myths , - superstitions  ,.;.dogaatlej4|£i;^Ji 
religious  beliefs,  etc.,  so  that  it  takes  a great  deal  to 
excite  me,  as  did  this  matter  - witness  the  fact  that  I 
immediately  began  making  phone  calls,  sending  telegrams  and  " 
writing  letters  seeking  some  sort  of  corroboration  or  explanation 

■ ■■  Without  hoping  to  enhance  the  mystery*  or  to  perpetuate  lt>  ' 
ikfiy  1 observe  tnat  it  ^ieeas  to  me  the  afc.«r-lasge  lat«Tpretatloa~ 
fails  in  several  significant  particulars.  May  I with  deference 
list  them,  as  follows; 


1*.  The  appearance  occurred  almost  a full  minute  after  1 
had  turned  off  my  red  flashlight;  2.  My  setting  cirelea 
are  10-inch  diameters  and  can  be  read  with  a glance  — not 
requiring  concentrated  light  or  squinting;  3»  I have 
purposely  let  them  oxidize  so  they  would  have  a dull  finish 
(cast  aluminum);  4.  Moat  lmi>ortant  of  all,  I think,  la  the 
fact  these  objects  raced  Into  my  view  from  the  east  traveling  .%•  . 
southwest  as  my  gaze  was  fixed  looking  west;  I first  saw  them 
out  of  the  comer  of  my  eye  and  had  to  turn  southeast  to  begin 
tracking  them  I This  alone  to  me  seems  almost  conclusively  to  < 


m 


Ji 


/ 

/ 

I 

I 


eliminate  the  after-image  theory,  as  appealing  as  it  is,  since 
ra;/  experience  with  after-image  has  been  that  the  spurious 
objects  will  always  appear  where  one's  eyes  are  first  brought 
to  focus  immediately  after  shifting  them  from  the  original 
light  source  which  the  eye  retains  and  transposes. 

I think  the  main  misunderstanding,  leading  to  the 
after-image  theory,  was  that  I had  used  the  red  flashlight  and 
them  immediately  looked  up  into  the  sky.  If  this  were  the 
case  I would  have  dismissed  the  whole  matter  without  another 
thought,  since  after-image  is  such  a familiar  experience  to 
all  of  us. 

As  I believe  I 'remarked,'  I have  tried* -repeatedly- to — -r-  - 

reenact  or  reproduce  this  effect,  even  on  nights  when  the 
sky  has  been  of  good  transparency,  and  there  has  been  nothing 
of  the  sort  observed. 

■ 

+ 

Still  in  all,  considering  that  after-image  of  red  light 
is  almost  invariably  green,  that  crescent  shapes  assume  the 
exact  contour  of  a flashlight  shown  on  setting  circles  from 
above  (thereby  being  semicircles,)  the  sky  being  intensely  black, 
and  being  an  experienced  observer,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible 
and  I think  you  can  close  the  case  on  that  note. 


But  uamn  that  eerie  oscillating  I I list  it  as  the 
number  one  factor,  please  remember,  and  it  standing  alone 
would  be  sufficient  to  have  launched  all  this  inquiry. 

Oh  well.  - I wish  to  thank  you  sincerely  for  allowing 
me  to  impose  on  your  valuable  time  . It  is  certainly  a 
mark  of  greatness  common  to  men  of  your  standing  that  you  will 
entertain  even  the  eccentric,  back  yard  astronomer  such  as  I. 


f 
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May  11,  1964 


Unit  for  Investigation  of  UFOs 
(Unidentified  Flying  Objects) 
Wrlght-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton^  Ohio 


Oentlemen: 

I believe  I am  addressing  this  letter  to  the 
proper  air  base  but  do  not  know  how  to  route  it  by 
organisation*  May  I request  It  be  directed  to  the 
unit  responsible  for  Investigating  so-called  UFOs* 


I am  similarly  contacting  the  Chicago  Adler 
Planetarium,  Chicago  Tribune  Newspaper  and  Shy  & Telescope 
Magaslne,  Cambridge^  Hass* 


Phenomenon  Observed 

Bate:  Hay  9$  1964;  Time:  11:23  P«oi«  Central  Daylight 
Saving  Time;  Place:  South-western  Chicago,  Illinois; 
Visibility:  Exceptional,  cloudless* 


Narration;  Appearance  of  3 large,  light-green 
crescents,  observed  for  approx*  3 seconds  traveling 
at  high  speed  from  east  to  west  south  of  star  constellation 
Leo I approx*  40^  above  horizon,  disappearing  abruptly 
after  transit  of  approx.  1/4  of  south-western  shy. 


Further  details:  Size:  Each  object  approx*  ^ diameter 

of  moon;  Brightness:  Approx.  3d  magnitude  (dim  but 

large)  Oscillating  In  size  & color;  form,  slightly 
nebulous.  Objects  held  peculiar  tight  formation 
as  shown  In  sketch  attached* 


Please  note  the  following  customary  explanations 
have  seemingly  been  eliminated:  Auroral  effectSi 

presence  of  planet  Venus,  searchlights  bouncing  off  clouds, 
aircraft,  helicopters,  advertising  zeplins,  stray-light 
optical  effects  such  as  auto  headlights,  aircraft  landing 
lights,  etc. 


Hay  I respectfully  request  acknowledgment  of 
of  this  letter  - I do  not  ask  for  explanations 
I understand  this  is  not  customarily  done. 


receipt 

slncd 


c.c. 


Adler  Planetarium 
Sky  '&  Telescope  Mag. 


Very  truly 
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Unit  for  Investigation  of  UFOs 
/ Unidentified  Flying  Objects  / 

Vrlght-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton^  Ohio 


Jim  6k 

Dr  J Allen  I^ek 
Dearborn  Observatory 
Kor'ihvestem  University 
Evanston  j Illinois 

Dear  Allen, 

i ■ . .'  ■ 

; ..  . . I am  returning  the  letter  frcni  Isabcll  Ds.v:ls  «vo  you*  Ve  have 

' ; foruaxded  a copy  of  the  9 Hay  64,  Chicago  aigliting  per  your 

! su^S^tion*  Also,  attached  in  ‘the  9 sighting  frea  Chicago*  ' ^ 

. Ihe  25  Hay  Caiatbndge , l^s  si^:itlng  f rua  lir  Pf ul  Wsnhowlca  ;ls 
t ~ . attached*  Ve  have  no  evaluation  on  those  at  present  and  vould 

a3ppraciate  ycur  analysis  at  yoi.tr  enrllest  convenience  la  order  < 
that  ve  maybe  able  to  reply  ti>  tbs  observers* 

■ . ‘ , > i’  ■ ''  * 

4 T ' V a 4 » 

t ’ ' # » 

! Sincerely,  '•  , ,:_u 


DAVID  N ^S>ODY 

asor,  ufi/ff  , 


* 
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HEADQUARTERS 

FOREIGN  TECHNOLOGY  DIVISION 

AIR  FORCE  SYSTEMS  COMMAND 
UMITeO  •TATCB  Am  FORCE 
WRIOHT'PATTERaON  AIR  FORCE  BAIC,  OHIO 

TDSW 


UFO  Sighting  (9  May  6k,  Chicago,  Illinois) 


17  Jun  64 


Hq  USAP  SAFOI  PB  (Mrs  Gaiser) 

Wash  D C .20330 

1.  We  have  received  a report  of  an  unidentified  flying  object 

sighting  by  Room 

^V^^hicago,  I Hindis,  6o6o4. 

f 

2.  This  report  is  being  forwarded  to  Doctor  J Allen  Hynek, 

Air  Force  consultant  to  Project  Blue  Bo’ok,  due  to  the  astronom- 
ical nature.  At  present  we  are  unable  to  determine  what  Mr 
Betz  has  observed.  It  is  requested  that  he  be  informed  of  the 
referral  of  his  letter  to  Doctor  Hynek  and  that  he  will  be  in- 
formed of  our  evaluation  on  this  phenomenon. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


Colonel,  USAF 
Deputy  for  Technology 
and  Subsystems 
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YOU  • THE  NUCLEUS  OF  SECUft/TYf 


1,  /l' 


fomrazd^;  to: 

oomy; l)epartn»nt-.  at*  Northwestern  * vei^ltiy 

e o<^s^tant  on,  the  Iw  .proeppam..  . 
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X tbiiilc  I't  vas 
the  rtd  light. 


honest  and  cftiuBcleni'^ous  of  ycAi  t.c>  have*  iDentioned 
,tes  to  ms  that  you  ;yt.*..o:'SQlf  ai'e  i^ing  all 

u,vi^  accept  & noroe}  bat  unusuaJ.  ^Jtuatlon  as  a 
deliberatoly  cover  up  any  facts  Ui  favor  of 
p^patrat  Ing  a B^stesry..  ■ 7da  vould  ousprlaed,  heweverj  how  nftny  people  fO. 

bat  vay ^ey  leva  good'  a ensat'ibni^  e t ory ..  and.  c ons  ei  rms  ly ; -pr . un« , : - . 
poMeiously ' bold  McIIl'' someth  little  'Itera ‘lirhlob  yell  lt>e  tho  clue,  to  the  c 


Itffiges  1*.  ywj,  try  to . f 0 ) oy  Dtem 

tTOialtb  •coot-^aya^  ;Jnde^»  they'  jiave' very 
y<M  ^serlbe^'  -across  :t leld  ,and  '1  n iadlal  vel  oc?/ 1 ,v , 

cbmoieBt ; I. think  ve^H:  both  agree  that'  you've  had 
A;" vivid’  one, ;'yoni3 ar-  vhother ■ you. ; h&Vo  ;trled‘  c>r . 

’epeat-  'the.  a^^lb^  of  ■ tiat  nl^it  as  - bloBely  > as  ipss  jble 
if  also  have  to  be  dai*k  ftinee  i-Yne  (>fter»iKegefl 

I-  ,1.  1 - ' ^ i . ■ “ • - ■ ■ 


msmek"*^ 
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